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AL determined to succeed





Date of Birth : 29 April 1970 
Place of Birth : Adelaide, Australia 
Height : 5ft 9ins 
Weight : 10st 3lb 
Contracted to : 
Former Clubs : Ipswich (1990-94), Middlesbrough (1995-96), King's Lynn (1997-98); Hull (1999), King's Lynn & Belle Vue (2000), Peterborough (2001-02), King's Lynn & Peterborough (2003) 
Honours : Elite League KO Cup Winner 2001, Elite League Fours Winner 1991, Poland Division One Champion 2000, Sweden Division Two Champion 2003, Premier Pairs Winner 2005
Website : www.shane-parker.co.uk 

The Tigers skipper first rode in this country in 1991 and in that time he has primarily ridden in the top flight of British speedway. Only in his debut season at Ipswich, a year at King's Lynn in 2003 and his two seasons at Glasgow has Shane ridden in the second tier of racing in this country. 
Since Shane joined the Tigers at the start of the 2004 season his performances for the team have been sensational. From day one he has been the King of Ashfield, which is no mean feat when you consider the performances that James Grieves and George Stancl have put in around the circuit. 

Shane has regularly featured at the top of the Tigers scorechart in all Glasgow fixtures, both home and away. If the skipper doesn't score heavily then this leaves a big void in the Tigers scoring, which means it is a struggle for the rest of the side to ensure a Tigers win. 

The Aussie took to the Ashfield track like a duck to water. His debut against the Armadale side saw him drop one point from five rides, but he then went on a run of being undefeated on twenty five consecutive races around Saracen Park. This run spanned six matches and Shane's sequence was ended by none other than Kauko Nieminen. Hopefully that bodes well for the coming season! 

If 2004 was good then 2005 was even better. Shane increased both his home and away averages and just failed to reach the magic landmark of a 10 point average. 

It takes a very good rider to defeat our Aussie at Saracen Park, and his team riding exploits with James Cockle in particular have been quite superb. When a rider is holding back two opponents who are clearly going faster than his partner at the front of the race, then that is a mark of true speedway class. There are few riders these days who can truly team ride but the Tigers skipper is in that elite group. 

Shane's efforts in our Premier League Pairs triumph will long be remembered by grateful Glasgow fans. His courage in riding through the pain barrier in order to partner George Stancl to victory was exceptional. 

When he came to the UK in 1991 he joined Ipswich who at that time were in the same league as the Tigers. He stayed with the Suffolk club for four years before joining Middlesbrough, easily being their top man when the first and second divisions amalgamated. He moved back south to spend two years with King's Lynn and then a year riding for Hull Vikings before returning to King's Lynn in 2000. Peterborough was his next track where he stayed until the end of the 2003 season. In that season Shane took advantage of the doubling down rule to also ride Premier League for King's Lynn, in what was his third spell with the Norfolk side. 

It wouldn't be wrong to suggest that few at Ashfield realised how good Shane was when he joined the Tigers. We knew he would be a good signing but never realised the effect he would have on the club. He has been riding for Glasgow for two years and his contribution on track has been immense. Definitely one of the best riders to have worn the red and white. 
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Date of Birth: 15th January 1987
Place of Birth: Adelaide, Australia. 
Height: 5ft 8in 
Weight: 10st 5lb
Contracted to: Edinburgh 
Former Clubs: Edinburgh
Honours: Australian U-21 Runner-Up 2004. 
Website: www.robertksiezak.com 

It looked for a long time that Robert would miss the start of the Premier League season. After a successful first season with Edinburgh, despite suffering a terrible early season injury which kept him out of the sport for nearly four months, he found himself frozen out of the Armadale sides’ 2006 team building plans. 

The revelation that Adam Roynon would miss the start of the season meant that the Tigers promotion had to act quickly to secure an adequate replacement. Robert was by far the best rider available that fitted with the team building requirements, which was a ‘B’ or ‘C’ grade reserve. He starts the season as the man in possession of the race jacket and it will be up to Adam Roynon, when he is fit, and others to prove that they are a better bet.

Robert started off last season in good form. His average was over five points until he sustained his broken leg in April. He came back to the Monarchs side in late July and with the benefit of hindsight he maybe made his comeback too soon. His scoring on his return was nowhere near the level it was prior to his injury but after a winter in the Australian sunshine he will be fit and raring to go for the Tigers.

His best scores in 2005 both came against Sheffield in the Premier Trophy. 9 points from 4 rides at Armadale was followed by a very creditable 6+2 points from 5 rides around the fast Owlerton circuit.

The racing highlight of Robert’s career to date was probably finishing runner up in the Australian Under 21 championship two years ago.
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Date of Birth: 20 June 1980 
Place of Birth: Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Height : 5ft 4in 
Weight : 11st 
Contracted to : Glasgow 
Former Clubs : Berwick, Linlithgow, Ashfield, Boston, Sheffield, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Stoke, Workington 
Honours : Youth Development League Champion 1998. 
Website: None 

The former Scottish Junior Champion rejoins parent club Glasgow for the season. Of the 2006 team David has made the most appearances for the Tigers dating back to a couple of appearances as a Conference League guest in 2001.

Last season was mixed bag for David. He began by making the long journey south to ride for Conference League Sittingbourne. A call up to the Edinburgh team followed when he replaced the injured Robert Ksiezak. His spell in the reserve berth for Edinburgh was so successful that he was forced to stand down after eleven matches, as the seven point average he achieved would have made it very difficult for him to get a future Premier League place.

During his spell at Armadale he surprised everyone, including probably himself, by qualifying for the British Final. It was a remarkable achievement and he did not disgrace himself in the Final, held in front of the Sky cameras. He finished the season riding back in the Conference League for the Boston Barracuda-Braves.

This season promises to be an important one for David. In his previous spells with the Tigers most of his scoring came from the reserve berth and his scoring went down significantly when he rode in the top five of the side. Riding in the reserve berth is a luxury that David will not have this season.

The new regulations mean he will race in the top five for the entire season so there will be some expectation on him to provide support to the Tigers heat leader trio. 



